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Samantha’s family dates back to over one hundred years of heritage in Shreveport and Bossier City, Louisiana.  In the early 1900’s, her great-grandfather, Sam Tuminello, traveled from the island of Sicily to New Orleans and finally, to the banks of the Red River to work in Shreveport selling produce.  He was the first person to hold a license to sell produce from a wooden cart on the streets of downtown Shreveport.  His photograph now can be seen on Spring Street in downtown.  Samantha’s father, Mike McAllister, is a 3rd generation plumber and the family business, McAllister Plumbing, celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2006.  Mike’s grandfather, John McAllister, was the main plumber in the early 20th century for many of the buildings that still remain in Shreveport and Bossier today, and his father, John K. McAllister, was both a plumber and state plumbing inspector for Louisiana before his death.


Samantha’s families dealt with many hardships in the 20th century.  On the Italian side, her great-grandfather and great-grandmother, Mary Tuminello, had little to no education.  The large family lived in a small home in poverty, and Sam encountered much prejudice because his English was so poor.  The McAllister family also dealt with their own hardships.  John McAllister was a victim of the depression and the family spiraled into poverty.  In order to make ends meet, Samantha’s great-uncle Donald McAllister left home at 16 years old to join the U.S. Army.  Donald served in the U.S. Army, 1st Division, 26th Infantry during WWII.  On the day her grandfather John was sworn in to the U.S. Navy to serve the United States, his brother Donald was killed by a sniper in Ligernolles, France, just seven days after the D-Day landing in Normandy.

Despite the hardships, Samantha’s ancestors were successful self-employed business owners.  Hard work was a lifestyle and no one felt sorry for themselves.  Both Samantha’s parents are self-employed business owners and now, Samantha has continued the tradition by opening her own law practice in 2006.   

Samantha was born in Bossier City, Louisiana and attended private school in Shreveport, Louisiana, graduating from Loyola College Preparatory School in 1993.  Upon graduation from high school, Samantha pursued a career in acting and modeling, most notably for Pantene Hair Products and through Kim Dawson Agency.  She competed locally in Miss America preliminary pageants where she was honored for her tireless volunteer work with the YWCA Family Violence Program of Northwest Louisiana and for her own community service project, Project L.O.V.E. (Let Our Violence End) where she spoke to over 1,500 schoolchildren on the importance of alcohol, drug awareness, and ending violence in schools.


Samantha graduated from Bossier Parish Community College with associate degrees in history, political science, and fine arts in May 1998. In 2000, she graduated magna cum laude from LSU-Shreveport with a degree in History.  She received her Masters from Louisiana Tech in History in 2002, focusing on the French Revolution and Napoleonic Studies and minoring in Russian History, Japanese History and Culture and Women’s Studies.  In addition, Samantha is fluent in French and is knowledgeable of Russian, Japanese, Spanish, and Italian.  She has received honors in Japanese studies and is knowledgeable in the study of WWI aviation and WWII history.  She has a published work on and article in a historical journal on Queen Marie Antoinette, wife of Louis XVI.


In May 2005, Samantha graduated from Paul M. Hebert School of Law at LSU Baton Rouge.  While in law school, Samantha was involved in many activities.  She judged the Lafayette High School Mock Trial Competition and worked for NITA, the National Institute of Trial Advocacy.  She was president of LACDL-LSU and the chair of the LSU Trial Advocacy Program.  She also was recognized on the Chancellor’s List and received a CALI award in Comparative Environmental Law.  Samantha also volunteered as a guest speaker and organizer of National Eating Disorders Awareness Week on the LSU campus.


As a law student, Samantha worked under the guidance of many of the best criminal defense attorneys throughout the state.  She was a law clerk to both Fred Crifasi of Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Henry Walker of Shreveport, Louisiana.  She represented juveniles in the East Baton Rouge Parish Juvenile Court under the guidance of Public Defender Stephen Dixon.   She took courses in trial advocacy and criminal law under the guidance of criminal defense attorney Jim Boren in Baton Rouge.


Samantha makes her home in Shreveport, and practices today in her hometown of Bossier City, Louisiana.  She continues her volunteer work with NEDAW, the National Association Eating Disorders Awareness Week.  She is a member of the Louisiana State Bar Association, Shreveport Bar Association, and the Louisiana Association of Justice.  Samantha is licensed to practice law in the state of Louisiana and is sworn in to practice in all Louisiana state courts, the U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeal, and the U.S. District Court, Western District.  Samantha regularly provides free seminars to the public on legal matters involving divorce, dating, marriage and estate planning.
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